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ELEVENTH REPORT.

To THE RiIGET HONOURABLE THE LORDS COMMISSIONERS OF
HER MAJESTY'S TREASURY.

My Lorbs,

IN the Tenth Annual Report on the Post Office I
described the progress of the department during the year 1863,
and during the 10 years over which this series of Reports had at
that time extended ; and after pointing out what had been done
during the period to facilitate the circulation of correspondence
and the transmission of money from place to place, and to
furnish the working classes with the means of securely invest-
ing small savings, I showed what had been the result of these
proceedings in each of the three great divisions of the kingdom.

In this, the Eleventh Report, I propose to continue the com-
parigon upon the same plan, and to show what further progress
was made in 1864.

The following table, which is sumxlar in plan to that which
appeared in the 12th and 13th pages of the Tenth Report, will
give a tolerably complete view of the business of the Post
Office, the Money Order Office, and the Post Office Savings
Banks, in the London district, in the rest of England and Wales,
in Scotland, and in Ireland, during 1863 and 1864, and will show
the increase and per-centage of increase in each branch of busi-
ness during the latter year.

I trust that the results which this table exhibits will be
satisfactory to the country.

14398, B
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IMPROVEMENTS OF POSTAL ACCOMMODATION DURING
THE YEAR.

Receptacles for Letters.
It will be seen from the foregoing table that the increase,

-during 1864, in the number of receptacles for letters has been

more than proportionate to the increase in the number of
inhabited houses, since London, which at the end of 1863 had
one receptacle for letters to every 426 houses, had one such
receptacle to every 416 houses at the end of 1864. A like
increase in the proportion of receptacles for letters to inhabited
houses took place in each division of the kingdom.

Free Deliveries.

During the year 1864 free deliveries were for the first time
established at 413 places (exclusive of single houses) in the
United Kingdom; and in the same period additional free
deliveries were given to 100 places, whilst the boundaries of 88
other free deliveries were enlarged.

Day Mails,

The following table will show how many of the towns in
England and Wales were provided in 1864 with additional
means of communicating with London, and at the same time
with additional means of communicating with many other
towns :—

o

Towns | Towns | Towns | Towns | Towns | Towns | Towns | Towns
having a | havinga | having | having | having | having | having | ha
YEAR. (Nightand'Nightand| three three four four five five
Day Mail | Day Mail| Mails Mails Mails Mails Mails
roin to daily from| daily to |daily from dailg to |daily from dﬂlg to
London. | London. | London. | Lond Lond L I L

1863 393 264 50 78 7 15 3
1864 897 276 55 78 10 15 3
Increase - 4 12 5 5 3 - - -

In Scotland 24 additional towns were provided with a Day
Mail to Edinburgh, and 14 with a Day Mail from Edinburgh ;
and in Ireland 10 additional towns were provided with a Day

Mail to and a Day Mail from Dublin.

Accelerations of Mails.

Dﬁring the year 1864, by the employment of the newly
opened Cambrian Railway from Shrewsbury to Aberystwith, a
very important acceleration of the Mails was afforded to an
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extensive district in which the postal accommodation had pre--
viously been defective. For instance, Aberystwith itself obtained
an arrival in the morning at about 10.0 am., with a despatch
in the evening at about 5.30 p.m., in exchange for an arrival at
about 2 p.m. and a despatch at about 11 a.m. C

The benefit to Aberystwith as regards its communication with
London may be thus shown. In 1863, a letter leaving London
on Monday night reached Aberystwith at 2 p.m. on Tuesday,
and its reply, if posted in time for despatch at 11 am. on Wed-
nesday, reached London on Thursday morning. In 1864 such
a letter reached Aberystwith at about 10 a.m. on Tuesday, and
its reply, if posted up to about 4.830 p.m. on Tuesday, reached
London on Wednesday morning.

In the adjacent neighbourhood of Dolgelly an important
acceleration of the Mail was also afforded under a separate
arrangement and, although the arrival at Dolgelly has been since
somewhat irregular, the change has, notwithstanding, been very
beneficial.

The Mails to and from Falmouth and Penzance, and Cornwall
generally, were greatly accelerated by an increase in the speed of
the trains west of Bristol, and, as regards Falmouth itself, by
the employment of the newly opened Railway from Truro to
Falmouth. Many remote places in the west of Cornwall thus
obtained the means of despatching a reply to London on the day
on which they received a letter, instead of having to wait until
the next day, as had previously been the case.

A Night Mail train was established between London and
Leicester by the Midland Railway Company’s line vid Hitchin and
Bedford, and this was attended with adgantage over the previous
route by the London and North-western line vid Rugby, inas-
much as it improved the communication hetween neighbouring
districts, which had previously been unsatisfactory. '

Many ordinary trains, belonging to various Railway companies
with which the department has general contracts, were brought
into use for the conveyance of Mails where increased accommo-
dation could thus be afforded, and the system of making a fixed
annual payment to include the general use of all ordinary trains
was extended to several lines of Railways upon which itr{s,d not
previously been in operation.

In Scotland the most important improvement was the transfer
of the Mails to and from Inverness, and the north of Scotland
generally, from the circuitous route by way of Aberdeen to the
more direct route vid Dunkeld, Blair Athol, and Kingussie, this
alteration being made in consequence of the opening.of the direct
Railway from %erth to Inverness. By the transfer of the Mails
to this line the extensive district from Forres to John O’Groats

ined about four hours in the arrival and three hours in the des-
patch of its London Night Mail. Inverness obtained also an arrival
of its London Day Mail at 9 am. instead of at 1.45 pm., and a
despatch which had not previously existed, in connexion with the
Day Mail to London, that despatch taking place at 12.40 p.m.

14398. c
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It further obtained the advantage of an additional and very eon-
venient Mail to Edinburgh and Glasgow between 7 and 8 p.m.

The acceleration arising from the use of the Direct Perth and
Inverness Railway was extended in some degree to Elgin and
Fochabers, as, although those towns are situated on the Aberdeen
gide of Forres, it was found that they could be served with greater
advantage by a branch train from Forres than by the old route
through Aberdeen.

The measure above referred to was carried into effect in the
month of June, and in the following October the department
placed the Mails from Invergordon to Tain on the extended line
of Railway, by which a large district in the extreme north, in-
cluding part of Rossshire, together with Sutherlandshire and
Caithnessshire, obtained a further acceleration.

The most northern town of Scotland is Thurso, 7565 miles
distant from London, and the combined effect of these accelera-
tions was to admit of a letter despatched from London on Monday
night being delivered in Thurso early on Wednesday morning,
and of its reply, if posted at about four o’clock on Wednesday
afternoon, reaching London in time for the first delivery om
Friday morning. v

Contracts were entered into for the general use, at a fixed
annual rate, of all the ordinary trains on the lines above referred
to between Perth, Inverness, and Tain, and also on the lines be-
longing to the Great North of Scotland Railway Company. The
contract with this latter company enabled the Post Office to
afford additional accommodation to the public in several ways,
and in particular by the substitution of Railway for Mail eart
service to Peterhead ang, other places in the neighbourhood of
" Aberdeen.

Several other smaller lines of Railway in different parts of
Scotland were used for the first time, or were used more exten-
sively than before, for Mail purposes, and amongst others those
to Peebles and Innerleithen were employed, by which means an
improvement of the posts in that neighbourhood was effected.

A Mail coach was established between Kingussie and Fort
William, by which means a very extensive district on the west
coast of Scotland was brought into direct connexion with the
newly established London Night Mail trains on the Perth and
Inverness Railway.

No very extensive alterations took place in Ireland during this
year (1864), but additional accommodation was in several in-
stances afforded, as, for instance, by the establishment of a Day
Mail Service on the Railway between Roscommon and Castlebar,
and by the extension of the Day Mail from Castlebar to Ballina
and Westport by Car Service.

Foreign and Colonial Posts.

The principal improvements in regard to postal communication
between this country and foreign countries and colonies during
the year were—



7

1. The reduction in the rates of postage on correspondence
between this country and Holland (the postage on a single
paid letter being reduced from 8d. to 3d.), which reduction
has been followed by an increase, at the rate of 50 per cent., in
the correspondence between the two countries ; and

2. The establishment of a second Mail Service in each month,
via the Mauritius, between this country and the Cape of Good .
Hope. The effect of the establishment of this second service is
brieﬁy, that there is a despatch by the old route from Plymouth
to the Cape on the 10th of each month, and a further despatch,
vid Egypt and the Mauritius, on the 20th and 26th of each
month ; and that letters which are sent by the Mauritius route
reach the Cape five days, Algoa Bay 14 days, and Natal 22 days,
earlier than they would arrive if they were held over until the
next monthly transmission from Plymouth.

Increase of Correspondence.

The table at page 2 will show that the increase of corre-
spondence in 1864, which increase in the gross amounted to
37,000,000 of letters, and 7,000,000 of books, papers, and patterns,
was more than proportlonate to the increase of population in
the Londcn district, and in the rest of England and Wales, and
more than proportionate to the increase in the number of in-
habited houses in all parts of the kingdom.

In the London district the proportion of letters to population
rose from 48 per head per annum in 1863, to 51 per head per
annum in 1864 ; and the proportion of letters to inhabited houses
rose from 362 per house per annum in 1868, to 373 per house per
annum in 1864.

In both years the total number ¢f letters delivered in the
London district would have been more than sufficient to give a
delivery of one letter on every working day to each house
throughout the district.

The following table will show roughly the growth during the
year 1864 of the correspondence between this country and
foreign countnes a.nd colomes —

' t
S ~ In186s. In 1864.

The letters passing between this country and Fra.nce

(i.e., in both directions) were - 6,373,000 6,771,000
The letten between this country and Spain were - 522,000 617,000
The letters between this country and Italy were - 742,000 827,000
The letters between this country and Belgium were - 838,000 924,000
%h;e letters between this country and HPOI"::;? wl;:e - 523,000 600,000

e letters between this country and 'n, m-

burg, and Bremen were - 4,013,000 4,403,000

Théhlﬁm ‘l’)et‘:veer:n t_lns country and the Ea.st Indles,} 3,372,000 3,632,000
The letters between this country and Australla were - | 2,693,000 2,915,000
The letters between this country and the West Indxes,
the Pacific, and the Brazils were - c 1,662,000 ) 1,727,000
The letters between this country and anada and
British North America and the United States were [ | 4474000 | 4,865,000

c?2
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On the whole, 28,000,000 of letters, and 21,500,000 of books,
papers, and patterns, passed between this country and foreign
countries and colonies in 1864, there being an increase on the
previous year of 2,000,000 of letters, and 2,500,000 of books,
papers, and patterns.

Up to the close of 1864 no change had taken place in the
proportion borne by the foreign and colonial letters coming into
the United Kingdom to the whole number of letters delivered
in the kingdom. The foreign and colonial letters formed, as in
many previous years, about one-fiftieth part of the whole number
of letters delivered.

The increase during 1864 in the number of circulars sent
through the post in letters appears to have been considerable.
In 1863 an account was taken of 4,000,000 letters which were
posted in London, and which obviously contained circulars, and
could be assigned to various trades and societies in proportions
which were exhibited in a table at page 28 of the Tenth Annual
Report. In 1864 a similar account was taken of 4,600,000
letters posted in London, and obviously containing circulars.

—_— | In18683. In 1864.

Of these circulars there were transmitted by drapers 1,690,000 1,780,000

» » by railway companies - 348,000 404,000

» . by insurance companies - 292,000 388,000

» » by wine merchants - - 101,000 386,000

”» » by charitable institations - 307,000 261,000

» » by publishers and booksellers 58,000 189,000

. " and by lottery offices - - 141,000 169,000
- !

In addition to the circulars which were transmitted in letters,
largely increased numbers were in 1864 transmitted by the book
post. During that year it was observed that—-

—_— i Book Circulars.
[ -
‘There were posted in London by railway companies - - ; 816,000
”» . by dra - - - 282,000
" " by charitable institutions - - 279,000
. ” by building and mining companies 210,000
’ ”» by wine merchants - - 197,000
” » by medical men and dentists - 177,000
. " by insurance companies - - 118,000
» ” and by tailors - - - 108,000

There was also a considerable increase in 1864 in the number
of valentines, as the following statement will show : —



Estimated Number of VALENTINES posted in London.

. For Delivery For Delivery
Yran, in London. ' in the Country. Torar.
| .
1863 - - - - E 299,200 ' 195,500 494,700
1864 - - - - ; 326,300 204,000 530,300
! :
Increase in 1864 - } 27,100 8,500 35,600

In both years the number of valentines posted in the Western
Postal district of London was nearly one-fourth of the whole
number posted in London.

The increase in the number of registered letters during the
year was at the rate of 8} per cent. (the increase in the number
of ordinary letters being at the rate of only 5% per cent.),
making the total number of registered letters for the year about
2,130,000. During the year 1864 .only 14 registered letters
were lost in this country, and of these 2 were contained in the
Macclesfield Mail Bag, which was stolen from the standard of
the apparatus for exchanging bags at the Chelford Railway
Station on the night of the 1st April 1864. The perpetrator of
this robbery was very shortly discovered, convicted, and sen-
tenced to 10 years’ penal servitude.

The regulations which were framed in 1861 for the compul-
sory registration of letters containing coin, if posted as ordinary
letters, have had the effect of diminishing very largely the
number of unregistered coin letters. A great reduction in.the
number of such letters bad taken place up to the close of 1863,
and during the year 1864 a further reduction of about 30 per
cent. is believed to have taken place.

The following table shows the numbers of returned letters in
the years 1863 and 1864, and the manner in which they were
disposed of :—

— f In 1868. In 1864.

Total number of returned letters - - - i 2,864,035 | 3,154,089
Returned to the writers - - - - 2,159,341 2,428,612
Re-issued to corrected addresses - - - 98,085 116,142
Returned unopened to foreign countries - -1 98,302 111,314
Destroyed - - - - “ | about { | 493,000 483,000
In hand - - - - - | 15,307 15,021
i 2,864,085 | 3,154,089

The proportion of returned letters to the whole number of
letters rose from ‘44 per cent. in 1863 to 46 per cent. in 1864,
but this very trifling increase was more than counterbalanced by
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the fact that the proportion of returned letters which could not
be satisfactorily disposed of fell from 17 per cent. in 1863 to 15
per cent. in 1864.

The proportion of returned letters to total correspondence
is, moreover, much lower in the United Kingdom than in Foreign
Countries. For example, in the year 1864 :—

Returned Letters. Letters.

- 3,154,000 to 679,000,000
- 2,034,000 to 298,000,000
Italy had - - - - - 865,000 to 67,000,000
And the United States had - 4,368,000 to 467,000,000

The progress of the Book Post during the year calls for no
comment, and the Pattern Post was so fully described in the
Tenth Annual Report as to render further remarks on it in this
Report unnecessary.

The United Kingdom had
Whilst France had - -

The Money Order Office.

The increase in the number of Money Order Offices during the
year 1864 was in every part of the kingdom more than propor-
tionate to the increase in the number of inhabited houses, and the
increase in the business of the Money Order Office was nearly
equally distributed over the whole kingdom.

During the year Money Order business was established
between this country and the Colonies of Nova Scotia, Prince
Edward Island, Trinidad, Newfoundland, Montserrat, St.
Vincent, Bahamas, and St. Lucia. The following table will
show the nature and amount of the Money Order business trans-
acted between this country and the Colonies during 1863 and
1864 :—

Money Orders Money Orders
issued in United issued in Colonies
Kingdom for payment and paid in
Year. in Colonies. United Kingdom.

Number. | Amount. | Number. | Amount.

£ £
1863 - - - - 8,194 31,373 44,720 177,314
1864 - - - - 10,326 40,173 62,590 272,074
Increase - - - - 2,132 8,800 17,870 94,760

It will be seen from the above statement that the increase of
business in both directions was considerable.

The Act 27 & 28 Vict., cap. 56, which was passed in the year
1864, contained the following clause :—
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“ When any person liable to the payment of any of the duties
of land tax, assessed taxes, or income tax in Scotland shall have
received the accustomed notice thereof, it shall be lawful for him,
within twenty-one days after receiving such notice, to produce
the same at any Money Order Office of the General Post Office in
Scotland, and pay to the postmaster there the sum payable
according to such notice, and thereupon the said postmaster shall
deliver to him a Post Office Order payable at the General Post
Office in London to the Receiver General of Inland Revenue for
the said sum, less the commission for such order, which order
such person shall forthwith transmit to the collector at the office
for receipt in a letter prepaid by being duly stamped with the
proper postage stamp or stamps, specifying the particulars of the
payment in such form as shall be provided by the Commissioners
of Inland Revenue for that purpose, and delivered to the said
person along with the said order ; and upon the receipt of the
said order and letter, with the particulars and in the form afore-
said, the collector shall credit the person named in the said letter
with the amount specified in the said order, and with the said
commission, in like manner as if the same had been paid to the
collector in cash.”

The Act came into operation in the autumn of 1864, and at
the next ensuing period for the payment of taxes, upwards of
2,300 persons in Scotland availed themselves of the provisions of
the clause which I have quoted, and remitted to the tax col-
lectors, by means of money orders, upwards of 7,0001.

I may note here that the Act above referred to also con-
tained the following clause :—

“ It shall be lawful for the Lords Commissioners of Her
Majesty’s Treasury, if they shall see fit, and under such regula-
tions, conditions, and limitations as they shall think proper, to
authorize and direct the Commissioners of Inland Revenue and
their officers to receive postage stamps as and for payment of
the respective taxes of land tax and assessed taxes and income
tax, or any of them, which may become due or payable in
Scotland or Ireland ; and, under such regulations as aforesaid,
such postage stamps shall be delivered over to the Postmaster
General or his officers, and the amount or value thereof be paid
out of the revenue of the Post Office to the Inland Revenue, and
accounted for as monies arising from the said taxes.”

The proper steps were taken to give effect to this clause, and
in Scotland taxes to the amount of nearly 1,000l. were paid in
postage stamps at the period of payment next following the
promulgation of the Act; but in Ireland very little advantage
was taken of the accommodation afforded by the clause.

Little, if any, change took place in 1864 in the distribution of
Money Order business in the principal divisions of the kingdom.

The amount remitted to London continued to be largely in
excess of the amount remitted from London, and the amount
remitted to Ireland continued to be largely in excess of the
amount renoitted from Ireland.

———
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The excess of the remittances to London is in accordance with
the ordinary course of trade, but the excess in the remittances to
Ireland is mainly attributable to the employment of the Money
Order Office by Irish reapers and hay-makers for the purpose of
remitting to their own country the sums which they earn in
England and Scotland. Some, indeed, have been known to use
the Money Order Office for the purpose of transmitting their
money from town to town along their whole route, by which
means they have not merely avoided the risk of losing their
money on the road, but have been enabled, by repeatedly draw-
ing it out and paying it in again, to satisfy themselves from time
to time of its safety.

As a general rule each town in England has its greatest
amount of Money Order business with London, and but a small
amount of such business with any other single town. There are,
however, exceptions to this rule, some of which may be noted
here. Of the Money Order business at Barnsley, for instance,
13 ger cent. is with London, 11 per cent. with Leeds, 9 per cent.
with Manchester, and 6 per cent. with Sheffield. Of the Money
Order business at Blackburn, 14 per cent. is with London and
17 per cent. with Manchester. Of the Money Order business at
Bolton, 15 per cent. is with London, 9 per cent. with Liverpool,
and 17 per cent. with Manchester. Of the Money Order business
at Bradford, 14 per cent. is with London and 10 per cent. with
Manchester. Of the Money Order business at Burnley, 9 per
cent. is with London and 22 per cent. with Manchester. Of the
Money Order business at Cardiff, 18 per cent. is with London
and 13 per cent. with Bristol. Of the Money Order business at
Chester, 18 per cent. is with London and 14 per cent. with
Liverpool. Of the Money Order business at Coventry, 28 per
cent. is with London and 14 per cent. with Birmingham. Of
the Money Order business at Dewsbury, 17 per cent. is with
London, 13 per cent. with Leeds, 9 per cent. with Manchester,
and 11 per cent. with Liverpool. Of the Money Order business
at Dudley, 14 per cent. is with London and 12 per cent. with
Birmingham. Of the Money Order business at Stafford, 21 per
cent. is with London and 16 per cent. with Birmingham. Of
the Money Order business at Worcester, 21 per cent. is with
London and 14 per cent. with Birmingham ; and of the Money
Order business at Wolverhampton, 20 per cent. is with London,
and 17 per cent. is with Birmingham. It is presumed that in
t}t!ese ((lnses the Money Order business follows the ordinary course
of trade.

Post Office Savings Banks.

The increase in the business of the Post Office Savings Banks
during the year ending on 31st March 1865, was very remarkable,
since, though only 73 additional Banks were opened during the
year, the increase in the number of depositors during the year
was at the rate of 40 per cent, the rate of increase during the

A
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previous year, in which year 161 additional Banks were opened,
having been at the rate of 42 per cent.

The increase in the number of depositors in Post Office Savings
Banks is constant, and subject to very little variation. It is at
its highest point in January and February, and at its lowest
point in November and December of each year, but on the whole
year it amounts, and for a long time has amounted, to a net
Increase of from 11,000 to 12,000 depositors per month, the term
“net increase” being used to denote the difference between the
number of depositors coming in and the number going out during
the month.

For some time after the first establishment of Post Office
Savings Banks, the average amount of each sum deposited ranged
between 3. and 4l, whereas the average amount of each sum
deposited in the old Savings Banks had usually ranged between
4l. and 51. As, however, the nature and advantages of the Post
Office Banks became known to the poorer classes of the com-
munity, and as new Banks were opened from time to time in
rural districts, or in those parts of great cities which were
inhabited by large numbers of the poorer classes, a gradual reduc-
tion in the average amount of each deposit took place, and that
amount has for some time ranged between 2l. and 3l., whilst the
average amount of each sum deposited in the old Savings Banks
has not undergone any marked alteration.

So long as this constant influx of new depositors continues,
and continues to be accompanied by a gradual fall in the average
amount of each sum deposited, no marked increase can be ex-
pected to take place in the average amount due to each depositor.
That amount has for some time ranged between 10l and 11, and
under the operation of existing circumstances will not reach 111.
for some time to come.

On the whole, it seems reasonable to expect that the annual
increase in the business of Post Office Savings Banks will for
some time be from 130,000 to 140,000 in the number of depo-
gitors, and from 1,400,000{. to 1,500,000l. in the capital of
depositors.

During the year ending 31st March, 1865, the capital sum
due to all the depositors in Post Office Savings Banks throughout
the kingdom increased at the rate of 31 per cent. The sum due
to depositors in England and Wales increased at the rate of 32
per cent. ; the sum due to the depositors in Scotland increased at
the rate of 18 per cent., and the sum due to the depositors in
Ireland increased at the rate of 17 per cent. The rate of increase
was, however, much higher in some counties of England and
Wales. Thus it was 71 per cent. in Cornwall, 57 per cent.
in Dorsetshire, 56 per cent. in Monmouthshire, 69 per cent.
in Shropshire, 50 per cent. in Hampshire, 56 per cent. in Leices-
tershire, 52 per cent. in Worcestershire, and 56 per cent. in
Yorkshire.

Although, as I have shown, largely increasing numbers of
persons use the Post Office Savings Banks for a prolonged in-
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vestment of their savings, there are in the Post Office Savings
Banks, as in the old Savings Banks, large numbers of other per-
sons who use the Banks for a short time only as mere places of
security for the money which they do not require for immediate
use. The total sum deposited up to the 31st March, 1865, in-
clusive of interest, in Post Office Banks, was 9,217,000, and
of this sum 3,852,000., or 42 per cent., had been withdrawn
up to that date. The total number of depositors who had entered
up to that date was 690,912, and of these 166,572, or 24 per
cent., had closed their accounts.

The labour and the cost of the Post Office Banks up to the
31st March, 1865, must be measured, as a matter of course, not
by the number of accounts remaining open at that date, but by
the whole amount of business on all accounts opened and closed
up to that date, or, in other words, by the whole number of
transactions to that date.

The cost of each tramsaction, .. of each deposit or of each
withdrawal, in Post Office Savings Banks, continued up to the
31st March 1865, to be rather less than sevenpence, to which
sum, prior to the passing of the Act for the establishment of
Post Office Savings Banks, it was estimated that the cost of each
transaction would attain.

From an examination into the occupations of about 11,000
depositors in Post Office Savings Banks, in all parts of the king-
dom, it appears probable that the 524,340 depositors who had
opened accounts in the Post Office Banks on the 31st March
1865, may be thus classified :

Females, Male Minors, and Trustees - - 285,769
Males of independent Means, or of no stated

Occupation, Erofessional Men, and their Clerks

or Assistants - - - - - 31,363
Males engaged in Educatior - - - 5,692
Tradesmen and their Male Assistants, Farmers, and
Clerks of all kinds, except Clerks to Professional

Men, and Clerks in General Offices - - b3,766
Mechanics and Artizans, Journeymen Mechanics,

and Artizans, Domestic Servants, Farm Servants,

Railway Servants, Policemen, Labourers, Pen-
sioners, Boatmen, Fishermen and Merchant

Seamen - - - - - - 140,518
Persons employed in the Revenue Departments - 2,670
Persons in the Army or Navy - - - 4,682

Total - 524,340

Of the whole number of depositors in Post Office Savings
Banks nearly one-third reside within the limits of the London
Postal district. Of the whole number of depositors in the Post
Oftice Banks throughout the kingdom, about 4 per cent. have
balances due to them of 50. and upwards.

The table at page 3 of this Report gives a statement, which
is partly the result of estimate, but is sufficiently reliable, of the
total number of depositors in Post Office Savings Banks and
Old Savings banks combined, on the 31st March 1864 and 31st




15

March 1865. The increase in the number of depositors, it will
be seen, has kept pace with the increase of population.

In London, it will be observed, there was in each year, one de-
positor to every seven persons ; in the rest of Eugland and Wales
one depositor to every fourteen persons ; in Scotland one depositor
to every seventeen persons; in Ireland one depositor to every
seventy persons; and in the whole of the United Kingdom one
degositor to every fifteen persons.

t has been stated on authority that in Paris, as in London,
there is one Savings Bank depositor to every seven persons, but
that in the whole of France there is only one depositor to every
25 persons.

Revenue and Expenditure.

The following tables give in considerable detail the particulars
of the actual expenditure (inclusive of the cost of Mail Packets),
and of the actual Gross and Net Revenue, and of the Total
Effective and Non-effective Force of the Post Office in each of
the Ten Years from 1855 to 1864.
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The following Statement shows the receipt and disposal of
monies on account of Post Office Savings Banks, and the charges
of management thereof, which are not included in the charges of

management of the Post Office :—

ReTURN of the Sums due to all Depositors in Post Office Savings Banks throughout
the United Kingdom on the 31st March 1865; of the Expenses of Management
of the Post Office Savings Banks to the same Date; of the Amount standing to
the Credit of the Post Office Savings Banks, on the same Date, in the Books of
the Commissioners for the Reduction of the National Debt ; of the Balance in
the Hands of the Postmaster-General at the same Date ; and of the Amount of
any Loss sustained by the Post Office Savings Banks from Frauds committed in

the Transmission of Deposits, or otherwise.

LIABILITIES.
Total amount of deposits, from 16th September 1861 £ . d. .
to $18t March 1885 of the interest allowed and added ‘ £ ad
to priucipal on 381st December 1861, $1st December
1862, 318t December 1863, and 31s4 December 1884, and
of the interest allowed and paid on closed acoounts
up to mstguch 1865 - - - - - | 9217800 8 7
ue
Re) ents to depositors, from 16th September 1861 to
S1st March 1865 - - - - - - 385188314 6
Total sum_due to all depositors in the Post Office S8avings Banks in the
United Kingdom on the 31st March 1885 - - - - -| 836592514 1
Surplus of assets over liabilities - - - - . - 41,000 8 1
£ 54000516 8
ASSETS.
£ s d £ o d 2 . d.
Total amount of the sums paid by ¢
the Postmaster General to the
National Debt Commissioners for
investment, and of the interest
received on such investments, from
16th September 1861 to 31st March
1865 - - . . - - - - - - 5,487,728 6 10
91,848 7 4
5258 19 &
maining in the hands of th nmer
Balance remaining e of the 5,390,634 0
Postmaster General to be paid over
for investment - - -l - . - 20,147 15 9
Deduct—
Amount t‘)lf loss through the defalca-
tions of a former postmaster of
Beverley . . - - 1,008 14 1
Amount of loss by the frauds com-
ruitted by J. W. Thorne - - 94 0 0
Amount of expenses of management
id by the Postmaster-General
g:‘ring he quarter ended 31st March
1885; not recovered from the Post
Office Savings Bank Fund at that
date - . - - - 11,658 5 7
12,845 19 8
16,301 16 1
£ 540092516 2

. rding to the Parliamentary Paper No, 528, 1861, it was estimated that the cost of each
tnn‘::icoglon ‘:vsould be7d. The actual average cost of each transaction has been 6id,
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Improvements under consideration at the Close of
1864.

At the close of 1864 a measure for the alteration of the scale
of postage on Inland Letters, from a progression by one ounce
and the charge for one ounce at each step after the first ounce of
weight, to a progression by half an ounce and the charge for half
an ounce at each step, was in contemplation.

A measure for giving additional facilities for the late posting
of letters for the Night Mails out of London, at the General Post
Office, and at the District offices, was also under consideration.

Some progress had been made in the introduction of the
District system into Liverpool, and various plans for the increase
of postal accommodation in that town were under consideration.

The regulations for giving effect to the provisions of the
Government Insurances and Annuities Act were in course of
preparation.

The effect of the measures thus adverted to will be described
in the Report for the year 1865.

I have the honour to be,
My Lords,
Your Lordships’ obedient Servant,
STANLEY OF ALDERLEY.
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